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closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The finality of the rejection of the last Office action is hereby withdrawn and a new 
action set forth below: 

Claim Objections 

1. Claims 17 and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 17, on line 9, "attaching a second sidewall module" should perhaps be "attaching 
one of the second sidewall modules". 

In claim 18, on line 2, "removing a second sidewall module" should be "removing one of 
the second sidewall modules". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an appUcation for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-2, 4, and 16-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gruich (2002/0109376). 

Gruich discloses a pickup truck comprising: a cab 12; a sidewall 15 at least partially 
defining a pickup truck cargo box 14, the sidewall having a forward portion and a rearward 
portion with an elongated opening 32 formed in the sidewall between the cab and the rearward 
portion; and at least one fastening element 42 or 44 mounted with respect to the sidewall for 
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mounting any one of a plurality of differently-configured sidewall modules 50 at least partially 
within the elongated opening to provide or alter functionality of the sidewall; wherein the 
opening is upwardly open. 

With regard to claim 2, the at least one fastening element 42 or 44 faces the elongated 
opening. 

With regard to claim 4, the at least one fastening element 42 or 44 is configured for 
releasable engagement with a complementary fastening element on the sidewall module to 
enable module interchangeability. 

For claim 16, Gruich inherently discloses a method of adding or altering pickup truck 
sidewall functionality, the method comprising: possessing a pickup truck 10, the pickup truck 
including a cab 12 and a first sidewall 15, the first sidewall having a first forward portion and a 
first rearward portion with a first elongated opening 32 formed in the first sidewall between the 
cab and the first rearward portion, the first elongated opening 32 being upwardly open, and a first 
fastening element 42 or 44 mounted with respect to the first sidewall for mounting any one of a 
plurality of differently-configured sidewall modules 50 (or storage bins with different items 
therein) at least partially within the first elongated opening to provide or alter functionality of the 
first sidewall; and attaching a first sidewall module 50 to the pickup truck such that the first 
sidewall module is at least partially within the first elongated opening. 

With regard to claim 17, the pickup truck has a second sidewall 15 having a second 
forward portion and second rearward portion with a second elongated opening 32 formed in the 
second sidewall between the cab and the second rearward portion, the second elongated opening 
being upwardly open, and a second fastening element 42 or 44 mounted with respect to the 
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second sidewall for mounting any one of a second plurality of differently-configured sidewall 
modules 50 (storage bins with different items stored therein) at least partially within the second 
elongated opening to provide or alter functionality of the second sidewall; and wherein the 
method further comprises attaching one of the second side wall modules 50 to the pickup truck 
such that the second sidewall module 50 is at least partially within the second elongated opening; 
and wherein the second sidewall module is differently- structured and has a different functionality 
(in that it can contain different functional items) from the first sidewall module. 

With regard to claim 18, the method inherently further comprises removing one of the 
second sidewall modules 50 from the first elongated opening prior to the step of attaching the 
first sidewall module, the second sidewall module being differently- structured and having a 
differently functionality from the first sidewall module. Specifically, it is apparently that any 
one of the modules or bins 50 can be removed from any one of the openings once the latch 44 
and hinge 42 are disengaged and any further module 50 can replace it. 

For claim 19, Gruich discloses a pickup truck 10 comprising: a sidewall 15 at least 
partially defining a pickup truck cargo box 14 having a forward portion and a rearward portion 
with an elongated opening 32 formed in the sidewall between the forward and rearward portion, 
the opening being uncovered and upwardly open; and at least one fastening element 42 or 44 
facing the elongated opening and at which any one of a plurality of differently-configured 
sidewall modules 50 is releasably mountable to provide or alter functionality of the sidewall. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable oyer Gruich as appUed 
to claim 1 above and further in view of Scott et al. (6,003,923). 

With regard to claim 5, Gruich lacks the elongated opening extending from the forward 
portion to the rearward portion of the sidewall. 

Scott et al. teach a truck having sidewalls with each sidewall having an elongated 
opening which extends from a forward portion of the sidewall to a rearward portion of the 
sidewall. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have provided one elongated opening extending from the forward portion to the 
rearward portion of the sidewall as taught by Scott et al. in place of the two elongated opening of 
Gruich in order to allow the modules to hold elongated items therein. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 



disclosure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Hilary Gutman whose telephone number is 703-305-0496. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Dayoan can be reached on 703-308-3 102. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Hilary Gutman 
October 27, 2005 



